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Who Are We Fighting in California? 

The attached chart entitled "California Agricultural Set-Up 
with Sunkist Interlocks" 1957 represents a preliminary check for 
the answer to the above question, 

The Sunkist interlocks shown here are essentially the same as 
were revealed in the LaFollette investigation of the 30s, 

The Califomia Chamber of Commerce was described by the 
LaFollette Committee as "the institution equivalent to a top holding 
company of employers associations in tindustrialized agriculture '", 

That remains the situation, It might be added that the C of C 
is also the top holding company for employers in non-agricultural 
industry and represents all employers, both agricultural and non- 
agricultural, 

In the 20 years since the LaFollette investigation, it is 
apparent that positi of Sunkist has been strengthened as the 
spokesman for California industrialized agriculture, 

Sunkist is the only “agricultural” organization represented 


on the California State C. of C. Board of Directors, and it has 


two directors. (Twenty years ago the Farm Bureau and Western 


Growers had representatives--today they have none.) 

These Sunkist representatives sit with the presidents of vir- 
tually every major corporate interest in the state. 

Through the Agricultural Committees of the C. of C. , the 
policies laid down by the Directors are carried into the agricul- 
tural field, 

In this operation, Sunkist has the key role, 

The agency through which the C. of Ce policy for "industrialized 
agriculture" is implemented is the Agricultural Producers Labor 
Committee, This outfit is covered in Section h, Part h of the 


LaFollette Committees Report, A chapter is devoted to it, 


The Agricultural Producers Labor Comnittee (APLC) has been 
represented by Ivan G. McDaniel since its establishments in 1937. 


It was organized to combat organization of the Citrus Indus- 
try, and is financed by an assessment per carload of citrus on 
the member citrus affiliates---all of which are assumed to be 
Sunkist, 


It came into being in 1937 following the U.S, Supreme Court 
decision upholding the Wagner Act and the establishment of an 
organizing drive by the AFL Cytrus Packing House Union which 
claimed 10 local union charters and 1200 members at that time, 


It's president is now a Sunkist Director, Lloyd Yount, Tt!tz 
original President was W. E, Spencer, a Sunkist Director who was 
at the time President of Associated Farmers of Los Angeles and 
who moved over to the post with the APLC when it was founded, 


The La Follette Committee said of the APLC: 


"Parading as the spokesman for the 'farmer', it pleads 
that the unprotected liberties of the disadvantaged 
thousands of laborers in California's ‘industrialized 
agriculture! be left to the mercies of the Associated 
Farmers," 


The APLC broke the back of the AFL Citrus Packing House 
workers Union in 1937 by precisely the same tactics it has ap-= 


plied to UPWA in Ventura, namely, 1) firing of union leaders, 
Be | appealing NLRB decisions to higher courts for decision which 
took years, 


One important difference between 1937 and 1957 is that Asso- 
ciated Farmers, while still in existence, no longer is the in- 
strument through which these employers carry out their major 
policies, 


One reason is that so far as field workers are conc erned, 
in citrus practically all the work is done by contract nationals 
from Mexicog An organization lnown as the California Farm Labor 
Association has been established to take care of this problem, 
It is located at the same address as APLC and has the same legis- 
lative representative, although different chairmen, 


Another reason is that the Farm Bureau appears to have super- 
seded the Associated Farmers as the main mass organ---particularly 
for campaigns such as Right to Work, 


Presumably, if organization developed roots out in the coun- 
ties, however, Associated Farmers would be revived in such places 
as a "strong arm" weapon, particularly in the event of strikes, 
It is this reserve usage that probably explains the existence 
of a skeleton Associated Farmer Organization in hO counties, 


Part IV of the LaFollette Committee report devotes a 
chapter (pp 538-55l,) to California Fruit Growers 
Exchange (Sunkist) activities in Associated Farmers, 


There it is established: 


le Sunkist President Teacue played a major role on a 
state level in financing Associated Farmers, 


2e Original meetings to set-up Associated Farmers in 
Southern California were called by the Sunkist 
officers and held in the Sunkist building, 


3e Sunkist Directors urged all affiliates to support 
Associated Farmers, 


4e Sunkist affiliates contributed more than 50% of all 
funds raised in Southern California --- out of 58 
contributors, ll were Sunkist affiliates, 


As to the nature of Associated Farmers, the LaFollette Commit- 
tee said: 


"The record is one of conspiracy---designed to prevent the 
exercise of their civil liberties by oppressed wage Laborers 
(and) executed ruthlessly with every device of repression 
that anti-unionism could muster," 


Sunkist played a major role in that conspiracye 


